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of Sita, as they were intended to do, and she implored
Lakshmana to go at once to the help of her lord.
At first he refused, but when the princess began to
reproach him with cowardice he had no choice but
to set out on the errand.

Sita placed herself at the door of her cottage to
await the return of the brothers, and as she sat there
a poor priest approached her begging for hospitality.
She rose and gave him water to wash his feet as well
as food of the best the cottage contained, but while
she did so her eyes were fixed upon the forest, looking
eagerly for her absent lord. She seemed, indeed,
to be lost in anxious contemplation, but was suddenly
aroused from her reverie in a terrifying manner,
for her guest assumed the form of the monster
Ravana with his ten heads and twenty arms, and in a
moment Sita was being carried rapidly through the
air in the golden car of the king of the giants. As
the chariot sped onward the poor princess raised loud
cries of distress which were heard only by the vulture-
king, who came at once to the rescue. There was
a fierce fight, ending in the infliction of a mortal
wound upon the noble bird, which fell to the ground,
and Ravana went on his way over mountains, rivers,
lakes, and seas until he came at last to Lanka, his
royal city, where Sita was safely housed.

Meanwhile Rama had returned to his cottage
with Lakshmana, and so great was his grief at the loss
of his wife that his brother found it necessary to
remind him of the necessity for preserving his dignity.
This reminder had the effect of calming Rama, who